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whole lot less traffic because they
would be about the only ones who
could afford to drive.

We have made tremendous progress
over the past many years in cleaning
our air and water. I have voted for
many of these laws and voted many
years ago for the toughest clean air
law in the world.

But as Charles Krauthammer said: If
we shut our whole country down, it
would make almost no difference on
carbon emissions because China and
India together are opening coal-fired
plants at rate of almost one per week,
and Indonesia is the third-largest emit-
ter.

Some environmental groups hate to
admit how much progress we have
made—how much cleaner our air and
water are—because it would reduce
their contributions. They have to keep
telling people how bad everything is so
their contributors will keep sending
them money, especially money and
contributions from foreign energy pro-
ducers.

But we need to make people realize
that only a prosperous country that al-
lows free enterprise can generate the
excess funds to do good things for the
environment that everybody wants
done.

Communist and socialist countries
have been some of the biggest polluters
in the world because their economies
have been barely able to feed, clothe,
and house their people. And certainly
they have been unable to spend the
kinds of money that it costs to help
the environment.

We must not allow big government
environmental regulators at both the
Federal and State levels to cause our
country to move so far to the left that
it destroys our economy.

——

HOUSE REPUBLICAN SUBTERFUGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to denounce the unprece-
dented political attack House Repub-
licans are bringing to the floor of this
House. This week, this body will con-
sider a measure to bring a lawsuit
against the President of the United
States for doing the job that the people
of this country elected him to do.

This highly partisan lawsuit is a sub-
terfuge. It is a subterfuge by House Re-
publicans aimed at achieving their po-
litical goals that they were not able to
achieve at the ballot box. Make no mis-
take about it. This is not a frivolous
matter. Nothing could be more serious
than House Republicans attempting to
get the taxpayers of this country to fi-
nance their misuse and abuse of the
legal system. The ultimate goal of this
exercise is to try to discover some peg
upon which they can hang an impeach-
ment resolution.

This is very simple. Republicans
could not defeat this President in back-
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to-back elections, and now they are
looking for other means to their ends.
This wasteful Republican lawsuit is
their prelude to impeachment. It is a
vendetta, a direct attack on the heart
of our democratic form of self-govern-
ment launched by House Republicans
who got over a million less votes from
the American people in the last na-
tional elections than their Democratic
counterparts. Nothing could be more
serious.

This lawsuit is a measure by House
Republicans to use taxpayer money to
further their partisan attempts to be-
smirch and destroy a President they
couldn’t beat in the elections. It is un-
fair to the American people, it is un-
democratic, it is un-American.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
need to know what is going on here.
Rather than focusing on creating jobs,
fixing our broken immigration system,
rebuilding our crumbling infrastruc-
ture, and other sensible measures that
can help hardworking families strug-
gling to make ends meet, House Repub-
licans are obsessed with political
gamesmanship on a historic scale.
Nothing could be more serious.

LET’S NOT WASTE PRECIOUS TIME
SUING THE PRESIDENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, with
3 legislative days left before Congress
leaves for a 5-week vacation, Demo-
crats are working to advance the prior-
ities of the American people: creating
jobs, jump-starting the middle class,
and working to reform our broken im-
migration system. The majority, how-
ever, seems only interested in advanc-
ing a lawsuit against the President of
the United States.

Mr. Speaker, this is wrong, very
wrong. Suing the President—for what,
for doing his job? This is the first time
in the history of our Nation that one
branch of government is bringing a
lawsuit against another branch of gov-
ernment. What an incredible way to
uphold the separation of power among
branches of government.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
sent us here to tackle big problems and
do real work on their behalf. This law-
suit is only further proof that House
Republicans have lost touch with the
American people.

Not only is this lawsuit a waste of
time, but it is a serious waste of tax-
payers’ money. Just as House Repub-
licans spent $2.3 million defending dis-
crimination during the DOMA case,
and the $3 million they are spending on
the Select Committee on Benghazi,
they are now poised to waste yet more
money on a political stunt that is deep-
ly unpopular with the American peo-
ple.

Mr. Speaker, we have critical work
to do. I strongly urge my colleagues to
do what is right. We should stay here
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in Washington to deal with issues like
immigration reform, veterans’ health
care, and the economy. Let’s not waste
precious time and money on political
stunts like suing the President. We owe
it to the American people.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 10
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Jeff Parish, First Baptist
Church of Indian Rocks, Largo, Flor-
ida, offered the following prayer:

Lord, we come before You today and
pray for our elected officials.

God, I pray for wisdom for them in
areas that they need it and guidance to
follow You, Lord, in all things.

God, we do pause today and ask You
to use us as Your servants.

We realize our dependence on You
and look to You for answers to the
problems that face our country. I pray
that the discussion and the decisions
made in this Chamber today, God, will
reflect Your heart and Your direction.

Lord, we pray in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HARRIS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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